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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
An Antitrust Primer
The USA consumers have the right to expect the advantages of open and free competition, the best services and goods at a lower price. Both private and public always depend on a competitive bidding procedure to achieve the end. When competitors collude, prices are inflated, and the consumers are cheated. Bid riffing, price-fixing and other forms of cooperation are illegal, and this is criminal acts that lead to prosecution by the Antitrust Division of the United States Department of justice. The establishment of the Sherman Act is among our nation's most essential and enduring pieces of economic legislation. The Sherman Act prohibits any agreement among competitors to fix prices, engage in other anticipative activity or bid rig. Violation of the Sherman Act is a felony punishable by a fine of up to $10 million for corporations. Collusion among competitors may constitute violations of the mail or any other federal felony statutes, these all are punishable according to Antitrust Division.
Many criminal antitrust prosecutions involve bid-rigging, allocations schemes, market division, or price-fixing. These forms of cooperation are punishable. All these forms of collusion can be established either by direct evidence like the testimony of a participant or by circumstantial evidence. According to law, bid-rigging and price-fixing schemes are per the violations of the Sherman Act. This means that where such a dishonest scheme has been established, it cannot be justified under the law by arguments or evidence.
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